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(6) For cases over the simplified ac-
quisition threshold, all documentation 
for steps (1) through (5) must be for-
warded to the Director, Division of Ac-
quisition Management Services, for 
submission to the Procurement Review 
Board. However, the ratifying official 
is responsible for directing the receipt 
and acceptance for all products and 
deliverables received by the Govern-
ment as a result of an unauthorized 
commitment. 

(7) The supervisor of the individual 
who made the unauthorized commit-
ment shall prepare a corrective action 
plan to preclude further unauthorized 
commitments (e.g., ethics, purchase 
card, or administrative procedures 
training, or other appropriate action). 
The ratifying official may approve the 
corrective action plan. The individual 
shall report to the ratifying official in 
writing when the corrective action has 
been initiated and again after it has 
been fully implemented. 

2901.603 Selection, appointment, and 
termination of appointment. 

2901.603–1 General. 
(a) The Senior Procurement Execu-

tive will develop and manage an acqui-
sition career management program for 
contracting personnel. Training re-
quirements must conform to Office of 
Federal Procurement Policy Letters 
92–3, 97–01, and the Federal Acquisition 
Institute’s curriculum. These ref-
erences are available at: 
http://www.arnet.gov/Library/OFPP/ 

PolicyLetters/Letters/PL97–01.html, 
http://www.arnet.gov/Library/OFPP/ 

PolicyLetters/Letters/PL92–3.html, and 
through the Federal Acquisition In-
stitute (FAI) at: 

http://www.faionline.com/fai/campus/ 
index4.htm. 
(b) The program must cover all con-

tracting personnel in the following cat-
egories: 

(1) General Schedule (GS–1102) Con-
tracting Series (See also FAR 1.603); 

(2) Contracting officers, regardless of 
General Schedule Series, with con-
tracting authority above the simplified 
acquisition threshold; 

(3) Purchasing Series (GS–1105), other 
individuals performing purchasing du-
ties and individuals with contracting 

authority between the micro-purchase 
and simplified acquisition thresholds. 

(4) All Contracting Officer Technical 
Representatives as identified in 
2901.603–71. 

2901.603–3 Appointment. 
General. In accordance with FAR 

1.603–3, appointments will be made in 
writing on an SF 1402 for all warrants 
above the micro-purchase threshold. In 
addition, appointments may be made 
for specific functions unrelated to dol-
lar threshold, such as indirect cost ne-
gotiation, debt management, and close-
out functions. 

(a) Purchase Cards (micro-purchase 
threshold). Purchase cardholders will be 
appointed in accordance with the DOL 
Guidelines for Purchase Card Use and 
the Agency/Office procedures approved 
by the HCA. Agency/Organization Pur-
chase Card Coordinators requesting 
issuance of a purchase card must be re-
sponsible for ensuring that the pur-
chase cardholder has taken an orienta-
tion course before issuance and/or use 
of the purchase card. A list of purchase 
cardholders is available at: http:// 
www.dol.gov/oasam/foia/hotfoia/citibank- 
list.htm. 

(b) Simplified Acquisition Threshold 
(currently $100,000). The HCA may re-
quest a delegation of procurement au-
thority not to exceed the simplified ac-
quisition threshold based on education, 
training, and experience in the acquisi-
tion field. Effective July 26, 2004, all 
new appointments must comply with 
training requirements listed in ‘‘OFPP 
Policy Letter No. 92–3, Procurement 
Professionalism Program Policy-Train-
ing for Contracting Personnel’’, dated 
June 24, 1992. 

(c) $500,000. The HCA may request a 
delegation of procurement authority 
not to exceed $500,000 based on the indi-
vidual’s education, training and experi-
ence in contracting. Although pri-
marily reserved for those in the GS– 
1102 series, the HCA may consider busi-
ness acumen, education, training, and 
experience. Effective May 27, 2004, all 
new appointments must comply with 
training requirements listed in ‘‘OFPP 
Policy Letter No. 92–3, Procurement 
Professionalism Program Policy-Train-
ing for Contracting Personnel’’, dated 
June 24, 1992. 
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(d) Unlimited. The HCA may request a 
delegation of procurement authority 
on an unlimited basis for individuals 
whose education, training, and experi-
ence in contracting warrant such au-
thority. Although primarily reserved 
for those in the GS–1102 series, the HCA 
may consider length of service, train-
ing, and experience. Effective May 27, 
2004, all new appointments must com-
ply with training requirements listed 
in ‘‘OFPP Policy Letter No. 92–3, Pro-
curement Professionalism Program 
Policy-Training for Contracting Per-
sonnel’’, dated June 24, 1992. 

2901.603–4 Terminations. 
Termination of a contracting offi-

cer’s appointment will be made in writ-
ing unless the warrant contains the 
basis for the termination (i.e., retire-
ment, reassignment). Terminations 
may be immediate, but must not oper-
ate retroactively. 

2901.603–70 Responsibility of other 
government personnel. 

(a) Only DOL personnel with con-
tracting authority shall obligate DOL 
to any type of contractual obligation 
and only to the extent of their dele-
gated authority. Responsibility for de-
termining how to buy, the conduct of 
the buying process, and execution of 
the contract rests with the contracting 
officer. 

(b) Personnel responsible for deter-
mining agency needs should maintain a 
close and continuous relationship with 
their contracting officer to ensure that 
acquisition personnel are made aware 
of contemplated acquisition actions. 
This will be mutually beneficial in 
terms of better planning for acquisi-
tion action and more timely, efficient 
and economical acquisition. 

(c) Personnel not delegated con-
tracting authority or insufficient con-
tracting authority may not commit 
the Government, formally or infor-
mally, to any type of contractual obli-
gation. However, DOL personnel who 
must use the contracting process to ac-
complish their programs must support 
the contracting officer to ensure that: 

(1) Requirements are clearly defined 
and specified without being overly re-
strictive in accordance with FAR 
11.002; 

(2) Competitive sources are solicited, 
evaluated, and selected as appropriate; 

(3) The FAR and the Competition in 
Contracting Act requirements for full 
and open competition are satisfied to 
the maximum extent practicable. Sole 
source purchases may only be per-
mitted in accordance with FAR Sub-
part 6.3 or other applicable provisions 
of the FAR (e.g. FAR Part 8) or federal 
law; 

(4) Quality standards are prescribed, 
and met; 

(5) Performance or delivery is timely; 
(6) Files are documented to substan-

tiate the judgments, decisions, and ac-
tions taken, including compliance with 
paragraphs (c)(2) and (3) of this section; 

(7) Requirements are written so as to 
encourage competition and to comply 
with regulations and federal policy for 
meeting acquisition goals such as per-
formance-based contracting, HUBZone 
contractors, etc. The contracting offi-
cer will identify these programs to the 
program office. 

2901.603–71 Contracting Officer’s 
Technical Representatives (COTR). 

(a) At the time a COTR is to become 
responsible for a contract, task order, 
or delivery order, the contracting offi-
cer must issue a written letter of dele-
gation informing the individual by 
name of his or her authority, including 
a delineation of applicable limitations 
and responsibilities. This applies to 
contracts awarded by the Department 
of Labor and those awarded by other 
agencies, such as Federal Supply 
Schedule Contracts or Economy Act 
transactions. Only the contracting offi-
cer cognizant of the contract action 
may make a COTR delegation. How-
ever, a contracting officer at any level 
above the cognizant contracting officer 
may sign the delegation letter, fol-
lowing his or her determination of its 
accuracy, completeness, and suffi-
ciency. 

(b) The functions of a COTR typically 
may include such actions as inspecting, 
testing, and accepting contract line 
items, monitoring the contractor’s per-
formance, controlling Government-fur-
nished property, reviewing and approv-
ing and/or recommending to the con-
tracting officer approval/disapproval of 
vouchers/invoices, etc. An individual 
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